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Pack Leader
By Joan M. Burda

“I -

-

-

-

Animal Cops.

-

-

-
-

-

-

Dog Whisperer

GPSolo.

-
Joan M. Burda, editor-in-chief of GPSolo,  

operates a solo practice in Lakewood, Ohio,  
and may be reached at jmburda@mac.com.
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Trail’s End
By Robert A. Zupkus
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Robert A. Zupkus
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Service to Others
By James M. Durant III

S
ervice to Others -

 
-

-

wawyer
wawyer

Service to Others.

Service to Others -

Renaissance:  
Rethink, Renew, Retool Who Are We? 

Team GP|Solo Celebrating 
America’s Main Street Lawyer  Do Some-
thing Simplify

Bar None
Service to Others, -

wawyers

our

James M. Durant III

-

-
-

-

hasta la vista. -

(Continued on page 9)
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The Dog Days  
of Summer
By Kimberly Anderson

T
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-
-

 

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Kimberly Anderson is staff director of the ABA General 
Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division; she may be reached 

at 312/988-5636 or anderski@staff.abanet.org.



The 
Client,

-

Simplify
Rethinking, Renewing, and Retooling our Team 

-
-

Main Street Lawyer Do Something 
-

Bar None

-
Who Are We;

Serve Others
GPSolo -

-

-

-
-

-

Serving Others

THE CHAIRS’ CORNER
(Continued from page 7)
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 By phone: ABA Member Services at 1.800.285.2221 between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., CST

+ By USPS: ABA Member Services, 16th !oor, 321 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-7598

8  By e-mail: Service@abanet.org. Or go to www.abanet.org and click on “contact us” at the 
bottom of the homepage.

:  By computer: (1) Go to the ABA homepage (www.abanet.org), (2) log in, (3) click on the 
MyABA link (top left of the page), (4) click “edit” within the pro"le module, and (5) update 
e-mail address.

Does the ABA Have Your E-mail Address?
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A Growth Industry

-

-

-

-

-

ANIMAL
LAW
AN OVERVIEW 
By Robert J. Derocher

Robert J. Derocher is a freelance writer 
living in Loudonville, New York. He may 
be reached at rjderocher@verizon.net.
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Animal Legal Defense Fund
By Lisa Franzetta

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Areas of Impact
-

Lisa Franzetta is director of communications for the Animal Legal Defense Fund;  
she may be reached at lfranzetta@aldf.org. For more information  

on the Animal Legal Defense Fund, visit www.aldf.org.
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The evolving, frontier nature 
of animal law adds to the 
allure—and potential—for 
many attorneys.

A New Frontier

-
-

-

-

-
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-

Three Legal Documents for Pet Protection

-
 will

 pet trust

pet protection 
agreement

-

Wills -

not -

-

ESTATE PLANNING ISSUES 
INVOLVING PETS
By Rachel Hirschfeld

Rachel Hirschfeld, Esq., is the creator 
of the pet protection agreement and 
the Hirschfeld Pet Trust, the catalyst 

for which was her beloved rescue dog, 
Soupbone. Hirschfeld is a frequent 

author and lecturer on pet trusts, pet 
protection agreements, and estate 
planning for people with pets. She  
may be reached at 877/773-8878  
or rachel@petriarch.com. To learn  

more, visit www.petriarch.com and  
www.pettrustlawyer.com.
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Pet trusts.
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

The New York Times

Pet protection agreements. 

-

Unlike a directive in a will, a 
pet trust provides a host of 
protections and advantages.
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Elements of Estate Planning Documents 
for People with Pets

-

Pet owner. 

-

-

-

Pet guardian. 

-

-

-
-

-

-

Funding. 

-

Pet protection agreements 
let pet owners easily dictate 
care for all their pets.
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-

Remainder bene!ciaries. -

-

-

-

Pet’s detailed description. -

Instructions for care. 
-

-
-

Keeping pets together. 

.
Including all present and future 

pets. -

-

Conclusion

-
-

No one likes to see a pet 
consigned to a place not  
of the owner’s choice.
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-

Dangerous Dog Hearings
-

-

-
-

-
-

Fourth Amendment rights.

-

-

Fuller v. 
Vines -

-
-

-

-

By Christine Garcia

Christine Garcia is an animal rights 
attorney, the founder of The Animal Law 

Of!ce in San Francisco, California (www.
animalattorney.com), and a former 
commissioner of the San Francisco 

Animal Control and Welfare Commission 
legislating for animals. She represents 
dogs on death row, activists criminally 

and civilly, and sues companies that 
exploit animals. She also directs and 

produces the San Francisco public 
access television show Ethics and 

Animals. She may be reached at 
christine@animalattorney.com.

Backyard quarantines. 

-

 

-

-

Disputing custody with the local 
government. -

-
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Custody Battles Between Private Individuals

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
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-

Third-Party Custody Disputes

-
not

-

-

Animal custody !ghts can  
be highly emotional and 
charged with personal issues.
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-

It is dif!cult to gain custody 
of an animal not currently  
in the client’s possession.
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Breed Standards

-
-

-

-

-

-

Lloyd D. Cohen, whose 30-plus-year  
law practice is concentrated in  

bankruptcy, small business, and  
estates, is developing an interest  

in animal law. Reach him at  
lcohen@lloydcohen.com. Debra S. 

Hart-Cohen manages the law of!ce and 
shows their AKC-registered Schipperke 

show dogs. You may reach her at  
www.nauticalkennels.com. Together 
they’ve authored Being Prepared: A 

Lawyer’s Guide for Dealing  
with Disability or Unexpected  

Events (ABA, 2008).

Show Dogs 
and Breeding
By Lloyd D. Cohen and Debra S. Hart-Cohen
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The representation that a 
puppy is an AKC “purebred” 
does not mean it is of 
conformation show quality.
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Puppy Lemon Laws
-
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Puppy Mills
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In states without “puppy 
lemon laws,” the acquisition 
of a pet is no more than  
the sale of goods.

-

-

 

-
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-
-

-

-

Planning for Your New Pet

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

ABA Meetings & Travel 
Department ...............  Cover 3
1-312-988-5890
www.abanet.org./travel

American Bar Endowment ... 13
1-800-621-8981
www.abendowment.org/ 
journal.asp

LexisNexis ......................... 15     
1-800-526-4902 ext. 8877
www.lexisnexis.com/ 
CatchBusiness

LexisNexis .................. Cover 2
www.lexisnexis.com/lawyers

West, a Thomson Reuters  
Business .................... Cover 4
www.west.thomson.com/patents

As a service to our readers and advertisers, we are listing the 
advertisers and their page numbers along with a contact and  
telephone number, if available.
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NON-ECONOMIC DAMAGES: A 
BAD IDEA FOR PET LAWSUITS
By James O. Cook and Adrian Hochstadt

A -

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

James O. Cook, DVM, is the president 
of the American Veterinary Medical 

Association (AVMA) and owner 
of a mixed animal practice in  

his hometown of Lebanon,  
Kentucky; he may be reached at 

cookanhosp@ukalumni.net. Adrian 
Hochstadt, JD, manages the AVMA’s 

State Legislative and Regulatory Affairs 
Department in its Communications 

Division; he may be reached at 
ahochstadt@avma.org.



34 GPSOLO   

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

 
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

Extending remedies beyond 
economic damages would 
ultimately harm animals.
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Pit Bull Bans: The State of 
Breed-Speci!c Legislation
By Dana M. Campbell
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What Problems Prompted BSL?

-

-
-

Pit Bull Bans: The State of 
Breed-Speci!c Legislation
By Dana M. Campbell

Dana M. Campbell has a solo practice 
focusing on animal law and employment 

rights, provides legal work for the 
Animal Legal Defense Fund, and  

teaches animal law as an adjunct 
professor at Cornell Law School. She 

may be reached at danalaw@mac.com.B
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Who Has Passed BSL?

 

-

-

-

-

prohibiting
-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

BSL in the Courts

-

-

-
-

-
-

Challenges to BSL have 
focused on substantive due 
process, equal protection, 
and vagueness.
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-

Enforcement Issues

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Is BSL Effective?

-

-

-

-

-

Enforcement leads to the 
question: Who determines 
whether a dog is one of the 
banned or regulated breeds?
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-

Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association

-

-

 

-

-

-

-

-

Options Beyond BSL

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
 

Skewed news coverage might 
in"uence calls for breed  
bans from a frightened  
public and its legislators.
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-

-

-

-

-

Conclusion

-

Signi!cant legal issues  
arise when an individual 
chooses to buy, sell, 
or own an exotic animal.
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EXOTIC 
ANIMALS 
AS PETS
By Katherine Hessler and Tanith Balaban
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-
-

Local Legislation
-
-

-
-

-

-

State Legislation
-

-
-

-

-

Katherine Hessler is the director and 
clinical professor for the Center for 

Animal Law Studies at Lewis and Clark 
Law School, Portland, Oregon; she 

may be reached at khessler@lclark.
edu. Tanith Balaban is a member of the 
Oregon State Bar; she may be reached 

at tbalaban@gmail.com.

A -

-

alone.
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Signi!cant legal issues  
arise when an individual 
chooses to buy, sell, 
or own an exotic animal.
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Federal Legislation
-

-

-

-

-

-

Importation

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

SOME FEDERAL LAWS 
THAT IMPLICATE THE 
EXOTIC PET TRADE

One of the !rst questions  
to consider is whether  
the animal arrived in  
the United States legally.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
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-

Ownership

-

et seq

-

-

-

-

et 

seq

-

-

-

-

Possible Claims

-

-

-

-

Claims against owners, 
breeders, and sellers will 
most likely be tort actions.
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-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

Conclusion
-

-

-

-

-

Owners and breeders may 
challenge the applicability or 
legitimacy of the regulation.

It’s Click and Easy
The GP|Solo Division’s website offers a wealth of information, handy tips, and 
technology notes in its practice-savvy publications: GPSolo, GPSolo Technology 
eReport, SOLO, GP|SoloLaw Trends & News, and The Buzz.
Just log on to www.abanet.org/genpractice/home.html.
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Andrew, with therapy dog Opi, at Saugerties Junior/Senior High School, May 2009; photo by 
Frances Breitkopf.

Gabe, with therapy dogs Oz and Opi, at Saugerties Junior/Senior High 

School, May 2009; photo by Frances Breitkopf.
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-

-

-

-
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-

-

Green v. Housing Authority of Clackamas 
County

-

-

-

Regulatory Regimes

-

John Ensminger is a tax lawyer and 
specialist in anti-money laundering 

programs for !nancial institutions and  
a former chair of the Banking and 

Savings Institutions Committee of the 
ABA Section of Taxation. He may be 

reached at jensminger@msn.com. 
Frances Breitkopf is the president of 
the Ulster Dog Training Club in Ulster 

County, New York, of which John 
Ensminger is also a member. She may 

be reached at brightrose22@yahoo.com. 
Both authors own therapy dogs. 

The boundary between pets 
and service animals is  
no longer as simple  
as it once seemed.
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General HUD anti-discrimination 
rule. -

-

-
-

no 
pets 

-

Rules regarding projects for the el-
derly and persons with disabilities. 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

The animal does not need to 
be a trained service animal 
as long as the tenant needs 
the accommodation.
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An animal with a history  
of dangerous behavior  
need not be accepted.

-
-

-

-

-
-

Rules regarding public housing. 

-

-

-

Rules regarding public accommoda-
tions, including short-term lodging

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
Prind-

able v. Association of Apartment Owners of 
2987 Kalakaua

Emotional Support Animals in Housing 

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

Janush v. Charities Hous-
ing Development Corp.

Majors v. Housing 
Authority of the County of DeKalb, Geor-
gia

-

-

-

-
-

Janush and Majors
-

-

-

Bronk v. Ineichen

-
-

-

Nason v. Stone Hill Realty Association (Mass. 

-

-
-

Can a landlord reject a  
particular emotional support 
animal and still make a  
reasonable accommodation?
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Oras v. Housing Authority of the City of 
Bayonne

-

-

Zatopa v. 
Lowe

-

Scienti!c advancements 
argue for "exibility in the law 
and tolerance from landlords.

Conclusion
-
-

-

-

-

Do I Need Permission from 
GPSolo to Reprint an Article?

Everything in GPSolo is copyrighted and may not be reproduced without permission. 
Requests for permission to reprint articles should be made in writing to:
Permissions ABA Publishing, 321 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654, fax 312/988-6030
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R -
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-

-

-

-

or dolls.
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

CANINES IN THE COURTROOM
By Debra S. Hart-Cohen

Debra S. Hart-Cohen, who can be found 
at www.nauticalkennels.com, manages 

the law !rm of her husband, Lloyd D. 
Cohen, in Columbus, Ohio. Both Debra 

and Lloyd show their AKC Champion 
Schipperkes in conformation, rally,  
agility, and obedience competition 

events across the country, as well as in 
a new event called “dancing with dogs.” 
Currently, Debra and Lloyd are working 
together on their next book, Dog Law.
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National Center for Prosecution of 
Child Abuse Update

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

THERAPY DOGS VERSUS  
SERVICE DOGS

Therapy Dogs

-

-

 

-
right

Service Dogs
-
-

-
not a pet. working animal

-

-

-
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-

-

-

(King County Bar Bulletin

-

-

-

-

-

National Center for 
Prosecution of Child Abuse Update

-

-
-

-

-

ababooks.org . . . the source you trust for practical legal information.

Visit the ABA Web Store at 
www.ababooks.org
Over 150,000 customers have purchased products from our 
new ABA Web Store. This is what they have to say:

“The site is easily manageable.”
“This is one of my favorite online resources for legal materials.”

“Brings everything that is important to my practice to my fingertips!”

Features of the 
Store Include

 E-Products

 Special Discounts,  
Promotions, and Offers

 Advanced Search 
Capabilities

 New Books and  
Future Releases

 Best Sellers

 Podcasts

 Special Offers

 Magazines, Journals, 
and Newsletters

 Cutting-Edge CLE in 
Convenient Formats
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-

-

-
-

Agricultural Animals  
and the Law
By Katherine Hessler and Tanith Balaban

Katherine Hessler is the director  
and clinical professor for the Center for 
Animal Law Studies at Lewis and Clark 
Law School, Portland, Oregon; she may 

be reached at khessler@lclark.edu. 
Tanith Balaban is a member of  

the Oregon State Bar; she may be 
reached at tbalaban@gmail.com.
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Farm practices may affect 
food safety, environmental 
protection, animal welfare, 
and property value.

-

-

-

-

-

all

-

-

-

Federal Legislation
Clean Water Act. -

-

-

-

-
-

-

Clean Air Act. 

-
-

 Other federal statutes. 
-

-

Animal Health Protection Act. 

-

Animal Disease Risk Assessment, Pre-
vention, and Control Act of 2001. -

-

Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. 
-

-
-

Commercial Transportation of Equine 
for Slaughter Act. -

Humane Slaughter Act. -
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Right-to-farm laws !lter into 
every legal issue surrounding 
livestock farming.

Twenty-Eight Hour Law.

-

State Constitutional Protections

-

-

-

State Legislation

-

-

New Jersey Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals v. New 
Jersey Department of Agriculture,

-

-

-

Right-to-Farm Laws

-

-
-

-

-

Public and Private Nuisance Actions

-

-

-
-

-
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Agricultural law may be a 
rapidly changing area in  
the coming years.

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Zoning Issues

-

-

Other Issues

-

-

-

-

-
-

Conclusion

-



GARNER ON LANGUAGE  
& WRITING 
By Bryan A. Garner 

Since the 1987 appearance of A Dictionary of Modern Legal Usage, Bryan 
A. Garner has proven to be a versatile and proli!c writer on legal linguistic 
subjects. This compilation of his essays shows the great breadth of his 
scholarship, covering subjects as wide-ranging as learning to write, style, 
persuasion, contractual and legislative drafting, grammar, lexicography, 
writing in law school, writing in law practice, judicial writing, and all the 
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Some have called Garner a controversialist, and he doesn’t shrink from 
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!nished). There are piquant book reviews that damn the work of some 
famous writers, such as Lynne Truss (Eats, Shoots & Leaves) and the linguist 
Stephen Pinker, as well as enthusiastic recommendations of books that 
Garner !nds meritorious.  In her preface, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
declares the book to be a “must read” primer for her law clerks. Anyone 
with a lively interest in language, writing, and law will !nd this book hard 
to lay aside.  

Bryan A. Garner is editor in chief of all current editions of Black’s Law 
Dictionary and the author of many books and articles on legal writing, 
including The Elements of Legal Style, Legal Writing in Plain English, The 
Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style, and The Winning Brief. His 879-page 
usage guide, Garner’s Modern American Usage, is widely considered the 
leading authority on general English usage today.

www.ababooks.org
Phone: 1-800-285-2221
Fax: 1-312-988-5568
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P.O. Box 10892
Chicago, IL  60610-0892
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ANIMAL CRUELTY CASES
By K. Michelle Welch
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I -

-

-

-
-

-

Neglect

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

K. Michelle Welch is a lawyer with the 
Of!ce of the Attorney General of the 

State of Virginia. She may be reached at 
mwelch@oag.state.va.us.

No one has a constitutional 
right to own an animal.
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-

Cruelty

 

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

The withholding of veterinary 
care can turn a neglect case 
into a cruelty one.
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-

-

-

-

-

Animal Fighting

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

How You Can Help

-

-

-

 

There is no reason to  
sit idly by when an  
animal is suffering.
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David Lef"er is a member of the New York City law 
!rm Lef"er Marcus & McCaffrey LLC, which represents 
clients in business matters and litigation. Prior to that 
he was a solo attorney for more than a dozen years. In 
his spare time he blogs at staringatstrangers.com. You 

may write to him at lef!ermailbox@aol.com.

Pets in the 
Of!ce
By David Lef"er
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The Bark Association
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Guide to Representing Religious Organizations
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-

-

-
-

Dog Whisperer

-
-

-

-
-

-

In Conclusion

-
-

-
-



70 GPSOLO   

IN
 T

HE
 S

OL
UT

IO
N

IN
 T

H
E 

S
O

LU
TI

O
N

Hugh Grady is director of the Iowa Lawyers Assistance 
Program. He may be reached at help@iowalap.org.

Pets and  
Mental Health
By Hugh Grady
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-

-

-

-
-

International Journal of Law and Psy-
chiatry -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

I think I could turn and live with animals, they’re so placid 
and self contain’d,

I stand and look at them long and long.
They do not sweat and whine about their condition,
They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins,
They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God,
Not one is dissatis!ed, not one is demented with the mania 

of owning things,
Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that lived thou-

sands of years ago,
Not one is respectable or unhappy over the earth. 

The General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division acknowledges its appreciation to all the advertisers 
that support this publication. Our advertisers play an integral part in the success of GPSolo.
We are pleased to have the support of the following companies:
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Animal Law and 
Your Practice
By Pamela Alexander

Pamela Alexander is director of the Animal Law 
Program at the Animal Legal Defense Fund (www.aldf.

org), a national nonpro!t organization that works to 
protect the lives and advance the interests of animals 

through the legal system. Additionally, she is a lecturer 
in law at the University of Chicago, teaching the 

!rst animal law course offered there. You may reach 
Pamela Alexander at palexander@aldf.org.
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